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A DIALOGUE between’ ¥EST* and EARNEST 
| Concerning the TIME S. ; 





‘From Cuesdap Detober the 5s/. to Saturday the gif. 1703. 





Felt. B* allthat’s good Intollerably ill! A 

‘Sermon upon Predeftination would 
have bun as much to the purpofe. If thefe 
be his Remarks upon the Tantivy~Men, and 
High-Flyers, | fhall agree with you, that it’s 
time to have done with him. 


Earn. What's the matter now, my merry. 


Companion ? Why this fudden Paffion ? I could 
have periwaded my felf you could never have 
been put out of Humour, had not my Eyes 
and Ears been Witneffes to the contrary. 
Jefe. Vtell you this Fellow would have given 
joo a Fit of the Spleen, had he been ‘Living, 
and the Prophet Daziel would be more afraid 


of him than his Ravenous Companions in the 


Lyon’s Den. Look over his Pennyworth of Cant 
there, Danicl Burge/s's Proofs from the Scrip- 
ture for Contribution-Money from his Audi- 
tors, is mere Application toit. Take notice 
of his Obfervator well, and you'll find as lit- 
tle Agreement with good Senfe, as there is 
with good Manners, When he cannot Con- 
fute you, he fhews his Breeding-all at once, 
by crying, Js not this a Confounded Lye ? When 
the Non-fenfical Scribe is in the utmoft Con- 
fution himfeif for want of an Anfwer. | 
_ Earn. 1 perceive the Derby-Ale has been 
Maddy with him of late, he Vomits up fuch 
Foul Language, and he might defift from gi- 


ving us the Name of Gentlemen, unlefs he ° 


would treat us as becomes that Character. Tho’ 
I cannot but fay he’s clear, and far from be- 
ing unintelligible, for the Words are nofoon- 
er out of his Mouth, but a Man of as much 
Brains as would lie upon a Silver Penny, may 
underftand him. 

F-ft. That i confefs’d of all Hands. But what 
is Poifon for fome, is Meat for others. The 
World expeéts an Anfwer from us,-and it’s 
your Talent to be Serious. As I take it, he 
fays, K. William did not come to the Throne by 
the Right of his Queen; Have you any Sto- 
mach to that Bone, for he has flung it you 
to Pick ? 


Earn, And! can do it fo, as to thew he is 


befides his Defign, and that Old Birds are rot 
to be caught with Chaff Either that Prince 
muft. have.a Right by Defcent, or Congueft, 
cr he could not Afcend the Throne by his 
own Right ; but he had neither a Right by 
Defcent or Conqueft, therefore he conld not 
be made a King by his own Right. This is 
as Categorically alerted as he can wih. Now 


if hedid not come hither, and poffefs the King- 
doms by his own Right, he muft of Confe- 
quence do it by that of another, or his Claim 
might have been fufpected. He was Married 
to the firft Princefs of the Bloodof England, 
which Princefs had an undoubted Right, afier 
the Delertion of her unhappy Father, and the 
Convention then Aflembled, taking it into their 
Wife. Confideration, what glorious things the 
Prince her Husband haddone for us, how he 
had left Affuence and Plenty in his own Na- 
tive Country, tocome into a ftrange Land for 


our Sakes ; howsehe had Equip’d Flects and Ar- 


mies, and been at Incredible Expences to work 
our Deliverance, prefented him, by the Confent 
of the Princefs, his Royal Confort; with a 
Share in the Regal Authority, andthe Execu- 
tive part of it, which they had never done; 
notwithftanding his Extraordinary Merits and 
Endowments, had it not been more for the fake 
of his Conjugal Alliance than his Virtues, were 
they never fo Confpicuous. | 
Feft. Then I find, that Prince had not the 
Crown of England beftow’d upon him meerly 
by the Ele¢tion of the People, but by the Right 
of his Lady. Methinks this Explodes what 


he drives at, Eleétive Monarchies ; | wifh you - 


would Explain your felf a little farther about 
them. ee 
Earn, The Learned Grotius lets youinto the 
Special Notice of ‘em, whom you frequently 
Read with me,-and whofe+ Obfervations you 
have digefted with Delight and Profit. But 
to avoid the Im*utation of Pedantry, which 
we have been unjuftly Charg’d with, and give 
every Reader opportunity to underftand us, I 
fhall be as plain and concife as poflible. In all 
Elective Governments, the Body of Men that 
Compofe *em are the Electors, as in Poland, 
which comes neareft our Cafe, as being Mo- 
narchical. Now the Nobility and Gentry there, 
who are the Reprefentatives of the other Or- 
der of Men, who are ftil’d Vaflals and Pea- 
fants, neither confine themfelves to any one 
Family in their Choice, or any particular Or- 
der ; they have it in their Power to Chufe whom 
they pleafe, and fometimes make choice of fuch 


- as have no mixture of Royal Blood in ’em, as 


in Sohn Sobeiski, the laft King of Poland’s Cafe, 
who yas advanc’d from Under-Marhal of the 
Crown, whichhe had arriv’d at by Steps, to the 


Royal Dignity , but ours is quite another cafe, 
Whenever any of our Princes have been put by, 


for 





for Reafons beft known to Parliaments, 
thenext in Blood has fipplied his Place, which 
is different from what is practis’d in other 
Countries. So that’ it cannot properly be cal- 
led an Election ; for Elections are always free, 
as in thofe for Magiftrates, and Members of Par- 
eliament ; but where the Choice is confin’d, the 
Will can never be faid to be free, which deltroys 
the notion of fucha Prerogative as he wotild fix 
in a People, who are fubject to Hereditary Mo- 
narchs, and are happy in being uncer ‘em. 
Feft. So much for our pretended Liberty and 
Property Maa, as tothe tirlt parteot his Hold- 
‘ing forth. This is but the Preamble tothe Zext, 
Be fo kind as to attack him in his Entrenchments 
and re cue poor Shadrack, Mefhack, and Abedne- 
ge out of hishands, for he uics them as much 
af Diicretion, as he does the poor Injurd Pro- 
phet Davse/, who is fall’n into his unmerciful 
Handa, | 

earn, He gives you of Paffive Obedi. 
ence, inftead of running down the Doctrine of 
NoneRefiftance ; and tho’ ‘he loads us with the 
Name of Juntivy Mea, which his own Party 
went by at the laft Oxford Parliament in King 
Charles the Second’s time, if he w:i} look int 
himfelf, he will findthat he deferve is bc ft for 
the great haft he makesto getrid oi his Intel- 
lectuals. Refiftance and Non-Compliance; as 
Itakeit, are of two different Significations. 
Thofe good Men could not in Confcience com- 
ply with their King’s Command, that enjoyn’d 
‘em to worthip Idols, @c. but they did not fall 
into an open Defiance of the Supreme Autho-* 
rity he was invefted with, they did not offer to 
take-up Arnis, or any ways Refift the Minifters 
of Injuftice that came to fling ’*em into the 
Fiery Furnace, but fubmitted themfelves to the 
Punifhment which was to be inflicted on ’em; 
which Submiffion of theirs was the Occafion of 
that Wonderful Work ef God in preferving 
them, and keeping of ‘cm fafe from the Rage 
of their exafperated Prince, and the Deftru- 
étion they were threaten'd with from the Fiery 
Furnace. The fame Cafe was that of Arch- 
Bifhop Sazcraft and his Depriv’d Brethren the 
Lords the Bifhops, they could not Read King 
Fames’s Declaration; but did they take-up 
Arms againit Him for tnadvifedly Command- 
ing things that were unlawful? No, they 
were Cait into Prifen, and revil’d not Sacred 
Majefty who was the Occafion. “They were 
Tamper with by the Enemies of the Govern- 
ment, but conicated not, They had the largeft 
of Offers mace ’em, but receiv’d ’em not, to 
Acknowledge Authoritics they thought in their 
Conifciences [egal, andthere is no Reafon but 
tiie greateft Part of thofe holy Prelates that 
have died in the Faith they liv’d in, are gone to 
thofe blefled Abodes which are prepar’d for Con- 
fellors and holy Saints to refide in, and the reft 
will follow when it fhall pleafe God to with- 
draw fuch fhining Examples from us. 

Ff, Your Sentiments have a perfect agree- 
ment with mine; but if you remember, you 
promis’d at your laft Meeting to give me fome 
inftances of the Coronation Oaths taken by the 
Kings of Exgland, where no Refiftance is to be 
found. 

Earnest, | fhall irft inftance in fomething that 
may Icad you to’t, and then be as an as my 
Word, and that is, I fhall make appear that 
Liege Lords are bound to fome Duties, but not 
under pain of Forfeiture as Liege Men are. 


Qe cee cee oe 


initiate Ties 
Dror aS 














the Oaththat the King is to cake at his 





~All Subjects are Homines Ligti, Liege-men 
and owe Faith, and true Ailegiance to the King, 
their Liege-Lord. The Definition of Ligeancy 
is fet down in the great Cultomary of Normandy, 
(viz.) Ligeancy 13 an Obliz ation upon all Subjeéts t0 
rake part with their Liege-Lord againft all Men li- 
ving, 10 aid and affift with thitr Bodies and Minds, 


' . ° . i 5 —- °f . ° 
with ibeir Advice and Power; not to life up thetr 


Arms againft him, nor to [spporeein any way thofe 
who oppofe him, The Liege- Lord likewifeis bound 
to Govern, Protect, and defend his Liege-Peo- 
ple, according to the Rights, Cultoms, and Laws 
of the Country. If Subjects break their Faith,and 
prove Difloyal, their Eitatesand Lives are ex- 
prefly forfeited, and the King is enabled by Law 
(as the Fountain of all Jurifdiction) to feize up-_ 
on their Goods, and Lands, ard to deftroy their 
Perfons. If the King perform not his Duty, yet 
notwititanding this failing, neither his Crown, 
or any Rights belonging to his Roya) Dignity, 
are Subject to Forfeiture ; and the Reafon is evi- 
dent ; becaute the Law hath provided to bring 
Suij-cts offending, “co a Trial, and hath not, 
could not queftic the ting, and cémpel him to 
be refponfib!c,for want of aSuperiour Jurisdicti- 
on, ail preceedings mult o. by Zryal of Peers, 
and thelaw of the Land; But the King-hath no 
Peer, andthe Lawot the Lav: coh not ina- 
ny Cafe di-arm the King of the Sword of Ju. 
ftice, It is not fepa:eole from his Crown. There- 
fore he is exempe trom Tryal, and confequently 
his Crown is not fubjec to Forfeiture. 


~The Cozcuation-Oath of Will. 1. To Defend 
the Holy Church of Goa, and the Rettors of the fame: 


‘DL govern the Univerial Leople, Subject unio Him, 


jufily : To eftablifh equal Laws, and to fee them du- 
ly executed, Dan. Hilt. in vit. W.1. p.36. Ed.1634. 


The Oath of the King, which he takes at his 
Coronation 5 and in Bratt. (who wrotein A. 3's 
Time) is fet down in thefe words: Debet Rex in 
Coranatione [ua, in nomine lefu Chriffi, prafito Sa- 
cramen’o, hec tria promittere Populo fibi [ubdito. 
Imprimis, fe fe pracepturum, & pro viribus opem 
impenfurum, ut Ecelefie Dei’ omni populo Chrifti- 
ano vera pax omns [uo tempore obfervetur. Secun- 
do, ut Kapacitates, &* omnes Iniquitates > Omni- 

ws gradibus interdicat, Tertio, ut in cmoasbus 
Judiciis aquitatem pracipiat, &° mifericordiam 
wt indulgeat Et fuam mifericordiam clemens, & mi- 
fericors Deus, & ut per Fuftitiam [uam firma gau- 
d¢a pace univer. Bratton, Lib.3.c 9. N. 2. 6. 


In the oldAbridgement of Statutes fet out in H. 8s days, 


Coronation, is 
thus Deferib'd: That he fhall Keep and Maintain the Right 
and Liberties of the Holy Church , of Old Time granted by the 
Righteous Chriftisn Kings of England, and that be {hall keep 
all the Lands, Honours, and Diguitics, Righteous and Free 
of the Crown of England, in all manner, whole : svitbont 
any manner of Wiinifhment; and the Rigkts of the Crown, 
Fiurt, Decay'd, or Loft, to bis Power, hall call again into 
the Antient Eftate; and that te [hall keep of the Holy 
Church, and of the Clergy, and of the People with good 
Accord ; and that ke fhalledo in all his Fudoments Equity 
and Right} Fuftice, with Difcretion and Mercy: and th it he fhail 
&rant to hold the Laws and Cufloms of the Realm and to wis 
Power keep them, and affirmthem. which the Bolk-and Peo- 
ple bave made and chofen ; and the Evil Laws and Cnfoms 
wholly to put out; and ftedfuft, and flable Peace to the 
People of rhis Realm,-keep, and c1ufe to be kept to his Pow- 
er; and that he fhall Grant no Charter, but where be may do 
it by bis Oath . 


the Oath which King Charles 1, took at 


- Coronation, is to be found in Baker's 
ift. 
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